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There has heen a2 sharp decline in the econcmic situation in COzechoslovakia
since the spring of 1953. Since the currency reform the free market
prices have become higher in rslation to wages than they were prior to

the reform. The purchasing power of the population is further limited

by the low wages, and, since savings were cut by the reform, the
financial strength of the average citizen has heen greatly reduced and
leveiled.

This time the reform substantislly affected the privileged working

class in cutiing down the savings, wages gnd rutioned food privilegez,

with a result that there is in Czechoslovakir today a widespread discontent.
not only with the political situation but, especiaily amcng workers,

alao with the «conomie situation.

Everywhere complaints about the economic situation are esxpressed
spontaneously and openly. The populatlion treats the present situation
with scornful irony and sarcasm. There is a common belief among the
population that the present situation:in Czechoslovakia cannot continue
nuch longex.

The most significant change observed is a return tc the private owner-
ship of part of the state property. The following undertakings, some

of which were previously exclusively under state ownership and mansgement,
have been returned to private nanagement:

a. The small shope: stationer's shops and groceries are now under
private firmd names. In most cases the new private managers ave the
former owners of the particular property.

ve The taxicabs: returned to former owners.
¢. Barber shops: returned to private management.
ds Farm lands were also turned into private management. These farm lands

remain J4D properiy and were allocated to farmers without regardé to the

previous owasrship. Orly the land, not an inventory of any kind, WES
allocated.
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Lese new occonomic mesmures were observed in Prarue, Kolin, Brno and

-n Slavkov Digtrict, near Brmo, _

5. The furm property thus alleccated ca not he refused. The Lersoneg

¢ regard these measures as a temporary wey out of o deep und
criticsl economic crisis which the Communists are nov facing. They

helisve thal these measures will be revoked as soon i the crisig is

g prison ferm for not fulfillin~ the wnroscribed croducticn quota.

G. Tre following is the average uare znd price level:

Zonthly wagcs in Kes
“erker in a suger refinery Gross 560
sechenical inspecitor of aircra?

eugines in an aircraft factery Uross 1,060
cemrmunal taxiceb ériver Oross RAD

viaer ‘ Crous 1,0%0 ~ 2,000
“cotball nlayer {SNB itean) Gross , 1,800

SVETLASe nrigces:

" “eal in s restzurant 16 - 20
Beer ' 1,10
Pilgner boer 1.0
Uants het £ . 150
irather jacket 1,000

Toond up
one room- 100 - 159
Cinems ticket LR

Shaving (with lotion)

N

of a railwey ticket from Frogp
reelear ticked in Pray

Fletence trovelleaed.

restrictions ohserved sve

= no cuts, boit linited advertisement and sheon

Krulove - vower asunlly available arourd noon, otherwisc

iles are uged. & compleéint

dng back home in Lhe eveningss into.  darkness.
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sast.  Ther wre therefore reluctant to zccept these measures. In Slavkov'.
District for the first time this vear, no formers were senternced to serve

e to Brno {fast ivain) is 43 Xes;
3. €0, in Olomouc according

~ lrreoular nover cuts, no shop or advertisevent illumination

.o street, shop or advertisement illumination. In rostoursnts
overagard in o train and sovere
ihielsn from oo nan living in Hradee Kralove. who snid openly that they
fherc like c¢-%3le: leaving héme in the mornings in darkness,
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#.  The rerion around Brno - power usuclly available betwecn 10:00 Pt

=nd 12:00 midnight, sometimes et other hours.

€. Pdecin = no illumination, supply of current irresular.

T mone - power cute for six to eipht hours a day.
T coun - In the early evening there is no electric “urLent evaen

the railway stationg

4t Kbely and P'rostejov airfields several propeller~engsine training
aircralt, probably C=2 frado, werc observed on the ground a2nd in the air.
it LowJ" zné Hradec Kralove severul Mig-15's, flyings singly or in o
srall formation, were seen.

Construction of a railreed (or = road) is undor way psr 1llel to the
railroad from Prarue to Svitavy. Ground gnd foundetion work is slnmost
Tinished 211 along this strebch.,

12541

sora {or & roed)l is under construction from the mein bus stasion
at g in the cir etion of Zbruslav, whars the treck of the
5 rds the Uest. The foundations arz already

Cor atrU(t on turngs tows
5
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